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oday’s youth face challenges and opportunities very different from those of past generations. 
Supporting the healthy growth and development of youth, as well as providing them with the 



services and experiences they need to mature into productive adults, are growing concerns in 
many communities nationwide. Pressure to raise student achievement, the need for safe and enriching 
environments for youth during out-of-school time, a focus on building the skills and competencies of 
young people, and an emphasis on preventing risky behaviors are all fueling the demand for quality youth 
programs. In many communities, however, leaders find it difficult to identify and coordinate adequate 
funding for youth programs as well as to access resources to enhance program capacity and quality. 

For youth programs to succeed, policymakers, program leaders, and intermediary organizations need 
resources and strategies to support quality programs over time. This brief, Using CDBG to Support 
Community-Based Youth Programs , is an important addition to The Finance Project’s body of work on 
financing and sustaining supports and services for children, youth, and families. It outlines several 
options and strategies for using the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) for youth 
programs and facilities and illustrates those options and strategies through state and community 
examples. The brief also provides guidance on the capacity and community support required to use 
this funding source to successfully serve youth. 

This publication is part of a new series of products from The Finance Project.The series focuses on 
tools, strategies, and resources for supporting and sustaining effective youth programs and policies. 
Each product will present options and strategies for financing and sustaining, or effectively governing 
and managing,youth programs and initiatives. Each will also illustrate these options and strategies with 
examples drawn from initiatives nationwide and highlight relevant considerations to assist leaders 
who are weighing the alternatives. In addition, this body of work includes an online clearinghouse of 
information and resources for supporting and sustaining youth programs and policies. It is our hope 
that these products and the clearinghouse, in adding to The Finance Project’s extensive collection of 
resources on financing and sustaining promising initiatives for children, youth, and families, will provide 
useful information to policymakers, program and community leaders, and others concerned with 
investing in young people. 
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or decades, policymakers, practitioners, and community stakeholders have worked to revital- 
ize communities facing increased rates of poverty, limited economic development, and decay- 
ing physical infrastructure. Progressively more community development leaders have come to 
recognize that these efforts must focus not only on improving physical infrastructure and recruiting 
new businesses, but also on investing in today’s young people. Meaningful and long-term community 
change requires investments in youth-focused community efforts that provide young people with em- 
ployment, enrichment and leadership opportunities, safe places to live and play, and access to quality 
education. Community development efforts involving and supporting youth can help make communi- 
ties more vibrant and desirable places to live and do business. 

Since 1 974, the federal Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program has supported 
local community development initiatives. CDBG provides flexible funding to states and communities 
for community development and revitalization purposes, primarily benefiting people with low to 
moderate incomes. Despite the decrease in CDBG funding during the past decade, CDBG continues 
to be an important potential funding source for youth programs and community initiatives. According 
to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, 1,064,987 young people were served 
with this funding source in FY 2006. 1 

CDBG is an important tool for helping local governments and agencies address serious challenges 
facing young people. This strategy brief aims to provide policymakers, stakeholders, community 
leaders, and program developers working in or with community-based youth programs with a 
basic understanding of how CDBG is structured, how community-based youth programs fit into 
CDBG purposes and activities, and how communities nationwide are using CDBG to support youth 
initiatives. Specifically, it explores strategies for using CDBG to support youth programs and services, 
youth facilities, and youth involvement in community development initiatives (see “Youth Programs 
Defined” on page 5). This brief focuses on entitlement grants and state grants, though the CDBG 
program includes various other programs that benefit low- and moderate-income persons (see 
“Other CDBG Programs” on page 9). 




For more information on populations served by CDBG, see 

http://www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/communitydevelopment/library/accomplishments/. 






Throughout this brief, the term “youth programs” is used to describe a wide range of services and 
activities for youth. Youth programs include prevention, intervention, and developmental programs 
across multiple domains, including academics, workforce preparation, leadership and civic engagement, 
and health and well-being.These programs are provided by large and small and public and private 
organizations in diverse settings such as schools, workplaces, and community facilities. Examples of 
youth program activities include counseling, mentoring, career exploration, summer employment, 
dropout prevention, financial literacy, academic assistance, and sports and recreation. 




